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Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse – code of practice for 

councils 

 

Purpose of report 

For approval. 

 

Summary 

The Independent Inquiry on Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) has recommended that the LGA 

produce a ‘code of practice’ for councils responding to civil claims of non-recent child sexual 

abuse. A code of practice has been developed following extensive consultation with councils 

and staff organisations, and has now been through a public consultation process. Agreement 

is now sought from Executive Advisory Board to publish this code of practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Louise Smith 

Position:   Senior Adviser 

Phone no:   07464 652769  

Email:    louise.smith@local.gov.uk 

 

 

Recommendation 

Members are asked to approve the code of practice for consultation. 

Action 

Officers to publish the code of practice and publicise to councils. 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse – code of practice for 

councils 

Background 

1. The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) was established in 2015 to: 

 

consider the extent to which State and non-State institutions have failed in their duty 

of care to protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation; to consider the extent 

to which those failings have since been addressed; to identify further action needed 

to address any failings identified; to consider the steps which it is necessary for State 

and non-State institutions to take in order to protect children from such abuse in 

future; and to publish a report with recommendations. 

 

2. The LGA has been supportive of this inquiry. We have previously worked with the Inquiry 

to help ensure its communications reached councils, particularly in relation to the Truth 

Project which offers survivors the opportunity to share their experiences; we have 

supported councils who have been subject to investigations; and we have given 

evidence to the investigations into accountability and reparations and effective 

leadership of child protection. 

 

Code of Practice 

3. In September 2019, the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse published its 

Accountability and Reparations Investigation Report. This report made the following 

recommendation: 

 

3.1. The Local Government Association and the Association of British Insurers should 

each produce codes of practice for responding to civil claims of child sexual abuse. 

 

3.2. The codes should include recognition of the long-term emotional and psychiatric or 

psychological effects of child sexual abuse on victims and survivors, and 

acknowledgement that these effects may make it difficult for victims and survivors to 

disclose that they have been sexually abused and to initiate civil claims for that 

abuse. 

 

The codes should also include guidance that: 

 

3.3. claimants should be treated sensitively throughout the litigation process; 

3.4. the defence of limitation should only be used in exceptional circumstances; 

3.5. single experts jointly instructed by both parties should be considered for the 

assessment of the claimants’ psychiatric, psychological or physical injuries; and 
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3.6. wherever possible, claimants should be offered apologies, acknowledgement, 

redress and support. 

 

4. The LGA worked with member councils, the associations of directors of children’s and 

adult services (ADCS and ADASS) and consulted with the ABI to develop a code of 

practice. Lead members from the LGA’s Children and Young People Board and 

Community Wellbeing Board were also consulted. 

 

5. In October 2021, the Executive Advisory Board approved the draft code of practice for 

consultation. The draft code was published online and comments were in particular 

sought from organisations supporting victims and survivors, and lawyers with expertise in 

child sexual abuse. 

 

6. Only a small number of responses were received for the consultation however our 

intention is to regularly review the advice note to ensure that case law, IICSA’s final 

report and feedback from councils, victims and survivors is reflected on an ongoing 

basis. 

 

7. Comments received from the consultation were broadly in favour of code, with 

suggestions focussed on specific issues including: 

 

7.1. Clarity on the council’s role as both defendant and provider of support 

7.2. Clarity on defence of limitation 

7.3. Clarity on the use of single experts 

 

8. These comments have been incorporated into the final code, which is attached at 

Appendix A. This final draft has also been considered by Counsel, whose advice has 

also been incorporated. 

 

Implications for Wales 

9. Children’s and adult’s social care is devolved, however the code of practice will be 

shared with colleagues in the Welsh LGA. 

 

Financial Implications 

10. None. 

 

Next steps 

11. Subject to approval by Executive Advisory Board, the code of practice will be published 

on the LGA’s website and shared with councils, including via ADCS, ADASS and Solace. 
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